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Date Topic Speaker Venue Comment

Stephen Bell, Center Director - Big Marsh / FCEC, Department of Culture, Arts and Nature, Chicago Park District 
Ford Calumet Environmental Center at Big 

Marsh, Chicago
Exploration of Big Marsh, the 
Bike Park, and the new FCEC

Alberto Rincon, VP of Community Impact, & Issac Yun, VP of Design, at The Invert Chicago The Clipper Room , Hammond Marina, IN
Debra Jacobson - E.Ted 

Erickson DEP Award Recipient

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 2022

Linda Holst, Deputy Director, Water Division, USEPA Region 5 Pompei Italian Restaurant

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 10 19 2022

Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of the Monitoring & Research Department in the Industrial Waste Division at the MWRD Erie Café

Bridget Degnen, Cook County Commissioner & Vice Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Committee Goose Island Brewhouse

02/15/23 "First Ever!! -- Open Mic Event!!"
Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
Chuck's Southern Comfort Café , Darien, IL Joint Meeting with IWEA

03/15/23 Plant Tour of S&C Electric Company (Chicago Campus) S&C Electric Company Tour Guides S&C Electric-prepared dinner Plant tour

05/17/23

Gary Mechanic, Friends of the Chicago Portage Salerno's , Hodgkins

Hiking Tour of the Chicago 
Portage National Historical Site, 

Forest View; John Polich & 
Jeffrey Chou - E. Ted Erickson 

DEP Award Recipients

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 15 2021

11/17/21
"MWRD Resource Recovery and Industrial Waste Pretreatment & User Charge 

Updates"
Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of M&R, MWRDGC --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

01/19/22 "Lakefront:  Public Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" Joseph Kearney, Dean, Marquette Univeersity of Law and Co-Author of "Lakefront:  Purlic Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" --
Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-

19

02/16/22 "Time to Act PFASt!!  Treatment Solutions to an Emerging Contaminant of Concern" Ronit Erlitzki, PhD, Director of Business Development and Innovation with AdEdge  Water Technologies / Chart Water --
Joint IWEA / IWWSG Virtual 
(Due to COVID-19) Meeting

09/15/21
"Steppin' Out - Moving On!  A Guided Tour of the Chicago Portage National 

Historical Site"

08/20/22

09/21/22

10/19/22

"Pop-Up Meeting:  Exploration of Big Marsh and the Ford Calumet Environmental 
Center"

"USEPA Update on Water-Related Matters"

Event photo link*:  N/A

"The Invert Chicago"

11/16/22

01/18/23

"MWRD Industrial Waste Updates"

"Creating a Circular Economy for Industrial Composting"

Event photo link*:  N/A

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 01 2023
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"Biodiversity and Community in the Calumet:  Creating Access and Restoring Open 

Spaces Along the Calumet River"
Laura Barghusen & Lillian Holden of Openlands and Mark Bouman of the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

David A. Strifling, Director, Water Law & Policy Initiative and Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University, and Hanna Miller, 
Watershed Project Manager at The Conservation Foundation

SET Office, Oak Brook
"Hybrid Meeting", both Virtual 

& In-Person05/18/22
"Reducing Chloride Discharges to Surface Water & Groundwater:  A Menu of 

Options for Policymakers"

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 5 18 2022
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Ford Calumet Environmental Center at Big 

Marsh, Chicago
Exploration of Big Marsh, the 
Bike Park, and the new FCEC

Alberto Rincon, VP of Community Impact, & Issac Yun, VP of Design, at The Invert Chicago The Clipper Room , Hammond Marina, IN
Debra Jacobson - E.Ted 

Erickson DEP Award Recipient

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 2022

Linda Holst, Deputy Director, Water Division, USEPA Region 5 Pompei Italian Restaurant

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 10 19 2022

Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of the Monitoring & Research Department in the Industrial Waste Division at the MWRD Erie Café

Bridget Degnen, Cook County Commissioner & Vice Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Committee Goose Island Brewhouse

02/15/23 "First Ever!! -- Open Mic Event!!"
Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
Chuck's Southern Comfort Café , Darien, IL Joint Meeting with IWEA

03/15/23 Plant Tour of S&C Electric Company (Chicago Campus) S&C Electric Company Tour Guides S&C Electric-prepared dinner Plant tour

05/17/23

Gary Mechanic, Friends of the Chicago Portage Salerno's , Hodgkins

Hiking Tour of the Chicago 
Portage National Historical Site, 

Forest View; John Polich & 
Jeffrey Chou - E. Ted Erickson 

DEP Award Recipients

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 15 2021

11/17/21
"MWRD Resource Recovery and Industrial Waste Pretreatment & User Charge 

Updates"
Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of M&R, MWRDGC --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

01/19/22 "Lakefront:  Public Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" Joseph Kearney, Dean, Marquette Univeersity of Law and Co-Author of "Lakefront:  Purlic Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" --
Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-

19

02/16/22 "Time to Act PFASt!!  Treatment Solutions to an Emerging Contaminant of Concern" Ronit Erlitzki, PhD, Director of Business Development and Innovation with AdEdge  Water Technologies / Chart Water --
Joint IWEA / IWWSG Virtual 
(Due to COVID-19) Meeting

03/16/22
"Biodiversity and Community in the Calumet:  Creating Access and Restoring Open 

Spaces Along the Calumet River"
Laura Barghusen & Lillian Holden of Openlands and Mark Bouman of the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

David A. Strifling, Director, Water Law & Policy Initiative and Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University, and Hanna Miller, 
Watershed Project Manager at The Conservation Foundation

SET Office, Oak Brook
"Hybrid Meeting", both Virtual 

& In-Person05/18/22
"Reducing Chloride Discharges to Surface Water & Groundwater:  A Menu of 

Options for Policymakers"
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"Steppin' Out - Moving On!  A Guided Tour of the Chicago Portage National 

Historical Site"
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"Pop-Up Meeting:  Exploration of Big Marsh and the Ford Calumet Environmental 
Center"

"USEPA Update on Water-Related Matters"
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Alberto Rincon, VP of Community Impact, & Issac Yun, VP of Design, at The Invert Chicago The Clipper Room , Hammond Marina, IN
Debra Jacobson - E.Ted 

Erickson DEP Award Recipient

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 2022

Linda Holst, Deputy Director, Water Division, USEPA Region 5 Pompei Italian Restaurant

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 10 19 2022

Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of the Monitoring & Research Department in the Industrial Waste Division at the MWRD Erie Café

Bridget Degnen, Cook County Commissioner & Vice Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Committee Goose Island Brewhouse

02/15/23 "First Ever!! -- Open Mic Event!!"
Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
Chuck's Southern Comfort Café , Darien, IL Joint Meeting with IWEA

03/15/23 Plant Tour of S&C Electric Company (Chicago Campus) S&C Electric Company Tour Guides S&C Electric-prepared dinner Plant tour

05/17/23

Gary Mechanic, Friends of the Chicago Portage Salerno's , Hodgkins

Hiking Tour of the Chicago 
Portage National Historical Site, 

Forest View; John Polich & 
Jeffrey Chou - E. Ted Erickson 

DEP Award Recipients

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 15 2021

11/17/21
"MWRD Resource Recovery and Industrial Waste Pretreatment & User Charge 

Updates"
Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of M&R, MWRDGC --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

01/19/22 "Lakefront:  Public Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" Joseph Kearney, Dean, Marquette Univeersity of Law and Co-Author of "Lakefront:  Purlic Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" --
Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-

19

02/16/22 "Time to Act PFASt!!  Treatment Solutions to an Emerging Contaminant of Concern" Ronit Erlitzki, PhD, Director of Business Development and Innovation with AdEdge  Water Technologies / Chart Water --
Joint IWEA / IWWSG Virtual 
(Due to COVID-19) Meeting

03/16/22
"Biodiversity and Community in the Calumet:  Creating Access and Restoring Open 

Spaces Along the Calumet River"
Laura Barghusen & Lillian Holden of Openlands and Mark Bouman of the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

David A. Strifling, Director, Water Law & Policy Initiative and Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University, and Hanna Miller, 
Watershed Project Manager at The Conservation Foundation

SET Office, Oak Brook
"Hybrid Meeting", both Virtual 

& In-Person05/18/22
"Reducing Chloride Discharges to Surface Water & Groundwater:  A Menu of 

Options for Policymakers"

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 5 18 2022

09/15/21
"Steppin' Out - Moving On!  A Guided Tour of the Chicago Portage National 

Historical Site"

08/20/22

09/21/22

10/19/22

"Pop-Up Meeting:  Exploration of Big Marsh and the Ford Calumet Environmental 
Center"

"USEPA Update on Water-Related Matters"

Event photo link*:  N/A

"The Invert Chicago"

11/16/22

01/18/23

"MWRD Industrial Waste Updates"

"Creating a Circular Economy for Industrial Composting"

Event photo link*:  N/A

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 01 2023
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Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
Chuck's Southern Comfort Café , Darien, IL Joint Meeting with IWEA

03/15/23 Plant Tour of S&C Electric Company (Chicago Campus) S&C Electric Company Tour Guides S&C Electric-prepared dinner Plant tour

05/17/23

Gary Mechanic, Friends of the Chicago Portage Salerno's , Hodgkins

Hiking Tour of the Chicago 
Portage National Historical Site, 

Forest View; John Polich & 
Jeffrey Chou - E. Ted Erickson 

DEP Award Recipients

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 15 2021

11/17/21
"MWRD Resource Recovery and Industrial Waste Pretreatment & User Charge 

Updates"
Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of M&R, MWRDGC --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

01/19/22 "Lakefront:  Public Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" Joseph Kearney, Dean, Marquette Univeersity of Law and Co-Author of "Lakefront:  Purlic Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" --
Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-

19

02/16/22 "Time to Act PFASt!!  Treatment Solutions to an Emerging Contaminant of Concern" Ronit Erlitzki, PhD, Director of Business Development and Innovation with AdEdge  Water Technologies / Chart Water --
Joint IWEA / IWWSG Virtual 
(Due to COVID-19) Meeting

03/16/22
"Biodiversity and Community in the Calumet:  Creating Access and Restoring Open 

Spaces Along the Calumet River"
Laura Barghusen & Lillian Holden of Openlands and Mark Bouman of the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

David A. Strifling, Director, Water Law & Policy Initiative and Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University, and Hanna Miller, 
Watershed Project Manager at The Conservation Foundation

SET Office, Oak Brook
"Hybrid Meeting", both Virtual 

& In-Person05/18/22
"Reducing Chloride Discharges to Surface Water & Groundwater:  A Menu of 

Options for Policymakers"

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 5 18 2022

09/15/21
"Steppin' Out - Moving On!  A Guided Tour of the Chicago Portage National 

Historical Site"

08/20/22

09/21/22

10/19/22

"Pop-Up Meeting:  Exploration of Big Marsh and the Ford Calumet Environmental 
Center"

"USEPA Update on Water-Related Matters"

Event photo link*:  N/A

"The Invert Chicago"

11/16/22

01/18/23

"MWRD Industrial Waste Updates"

"Creating a Circular Economy for Industrial Composting"

Event photo link*:  N/A
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Ford Calumet Environmental Center at Big 
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Exploration of Big Marsh, the 
Bike Park, and the new FCEC

Alberto Rincon, VP of Community Impact, & Issac Yun, VP of Design, at The Invert Chicago The Clipper Room , Hammond Marina, IN
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02/15/23 "First Ever!! -- Open Mic Event!!"
Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
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03/15/23 Plant Tour of S&C Electric Company (Chicago Campus) S&C Electric Company Tour Guides S&C Electric-prepared dinner Plant tour
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02/15/23 "First Ever!! -- Open Mic Event!!"
Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
Chuck's Southern Comfort Café , Darien, IL Joint Meeting with IWEA
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Erickson DEP Award Recipient

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 2022

Linda Holst, Deputy Director, Water Division, USEPA Region 5 Pompei Italian Restaurant

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 10 19 2022

Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of the Monitoring & Research Department in the Industrial Waste Division at the MWRD Erie Café

Bridget Degnen, Cook County Commissioner & Vice Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Committee Goose Island Brewhouse

02/15/23 "First Ever!! -- Open Mic Event!!"
Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
Chuck's Southern Comfort Café , Darien, IL Joint Meeting with IWEA

03/15/23 Plant Tour of S&C Electric Company (Chicago Campus) S&C Electric Company Tour Guides S&C Electric-prepared dinner Plant tour

05/17/23

Gary Mechanic, Friends of the Chicago Portage Salerno's , Hodgkins

Hiking Tour of the Chicago 
Portage National Historical Site, 

Forest View; John Polich & 
Jeffrey Chou - E. Ted Erickson 

DEP Award Recipients

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 15 2021

11/17/21
"MWRD Resource Recovery and Industrial Waste Pretreatment & User Charge 

Updates"
Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of M&R, MWRDGC --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

01/19/22 "Lakefront:  Public Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" Joseph Kearney, Dean, Marquette Univeersity of Law and Co-Author of "Lakefront:  Purlic Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" --
Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-

19

02/16/22 "Time to Act PFASt!!  Treatment Solutions to an Emerging Contaminant of Concern" Ronit Erlitzki, PhD, Director of Business Development and Innovation with AdEdge  Water Technologies / Chart Water --
Joint IWEA / IWWSG Virtual 
(Due to COVID-19) Meeting

03/16/22
"Biodiversity and Community in the Calumet:  Creating Access and Restoring Open 

Spaces Along the Calumet River"
Laura Barghusen & Lillian Holden of Openlands and Mark Bouman of the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

David A. Strifling, Director, Water Law & Policy Initiative and Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University, and Hanna Miller, 
Watershed Project Manager at The Conservation Foundation

SET Office, Oak Brook
"Hybrid Meeting", both Virtual 

& In-Person05/18/22
"Reducing Chloride Discharges to Surface Water & Groundwater:  A Menu of 

Options for Policymakers"

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 5 18 2022

09/15/21
"Steppin' Out - Moving On!  A Guided Tour of the Chicago Portage National 

Historical Site"

08/20/22

09/21/22

10/19/22

"Pop-Up Meeting:  Exploration of Big Marsh and the Ford Calumet Environmental 
Center"

"USEPA Update on Water-Related Matters"

Event photo link*:  N/A

"The Invert Chicago"

11/16/22

01/18/23

"MWRD Industrial Waste Updates"

"Creating a Circular Economy for Industrial Composting"

Event photo link*:  N/A

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 01 2023
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Spaces Along the Calumet River"
Laura Barghusen & Lillian Holden of Openlands and Mark Bouman of the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

David A. Strifling, Director, Water Law & Policy Initiative and Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University, and Hanna Miller, 
Watershed Project Manager at The Conservation Foundation

SET Office, Oak Brook
"Hybrid Meeting", both Virtual 

& In-Person05/18/22
"Reducing Chloride Discharges to Surface Water & Groundwater:  A Menu of 

Options for Policymakers"

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 5 18 2022

09/15/21
"Steppin' Out - Moving On!  A Guided Tour of the Chicago Portage National 

Historical Site"

08/20/22

09/21/22

10/19/22

"Pop-Up Meeting:  Exploration of Big Marsh and the Ford Calumet Environmental 
Center"

"USEPA Update on Water-Related Matters"

Event photo link*:  N/A

"The Invert Chicago"

11/16/22

01/18/23

"MWRD Industrial Waste Updates"

"Creating a Circular Economy for Industrial Composting"

Event photo link*:  N/A

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 01 2023
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2020 - 2021
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Date Topic Speaker Venue Comment

Stephen Bell, Center Director - Big Marsh / FCEC, Department of Culture, Arts and Nature, Chicago Park District 
Ford Calumet Environmental Center at Big 

Marsh, Chicago
Exploration of Big Marsh, the 
Bike Park, and the new FCEC

Alberto Rincon, VP of Community Impact, & Issac Yun, VP of Design, at The Invert Chicago The Clipper Room , Hammond Marina, IN
Debra Jacobson - E.Ted 

Erickson DEP Award Recipient

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 2022

Linda Holst, Deputy Director, Water Division, USEPA Region 5 Pompei Italian Restaurant

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 10 19 2022

Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of the Monitoring & Research Department in the Industrial Waste Division at the MWRD Erie Café

Bridget Degnen, Cook County Commissioner & Vice Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Committee Goose Island Brewhouse

02/15/23 "First Ever!! -- Open Mic Event!!"
Each of the meeting attendees had his/her opportunity at the mic to introduce themselves and talk about whatever they so desired -- 

background, work and/or recollections of being in the trenches
Chuck's Southern Comfort Café , Darien, IL Joint Meeting with IWEA

03/15/23 Plant Tour of S&C Electric Company (Chicago Campus) S&C Electric Company Tour Guides S&C Electric-prepared dinner Plant tour

05/17/23

Gary Mechanic, Friends of the Chicago Portage Salerno's , Hodgkins

Hiking Tour of the Chicago 
Portage National Historical Site, 

Forest View; John Polich & 
Jeffrey Chou - E. Ted Erickson 

DEP Award Recipients

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 09 15 2021

11/17/21
"MWRD Resource Recovery and Industrial Waste Pretreatment & User Charge 

Updates"
Jennifer Wasik, Assistant Director of M&R, MWRDGC --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

01/19/22 "Lakefront:  Public Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" Joseph Kearney, Dean, Marquette Univeersity of Law and Co-Author of "Lakefront:  Purlic Trust & Private Rights in Chicago" --
Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-

19

02/16/22 "Time to Act PFASt!!  Treatment Solutions to an Emerging Contaminant of Concern" Ronit Erlitzki, PhD, Director of Business Development and Innovation with AdEdge  Water Technologies / Chart Water --
Joint IWEA / IWWSG Virtual 
(Due to COVID-19) Meeting

03/16/22
"Biodiversity and Community in the Calumet:  Creating Access and Restoring Open 

Spaces Along the Calumet River"
Laura Barghusen & Lillian Holden of Openlands and Mark Bouman of the Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center --

Virtual Meeting Due to COVID-
19

David A. Strifling, Director, Water Law & Policy Initiative and Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University, and Hanna Miller, 
Watershed Project Manager at The Conservation Foundation

SET Office, Oak Brook
"Hybrid Meeting", both Virtual 

& In-Person05/18/22
"Reducing Chloride Discharges to Surface Water & Groundwater:  A Menu of 

Options for Policymakers"

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 5 18 2022

09/15/21
"Steppin' Out - Moving On!  A Guided Tour of the Chicago Portage National 

Historical Site"

08/20/22

09/21/22

10/19/22

"Pop-Up Meeting:  Exploration of Big Marsh and the Ford Calumet Environmental 
Center"

"USEPA Update on Water-Related Matters"

Event photo link*:  N/A

"The Invert Chicago"

11/16/22

01/18/23

"MWRD Industrial Waste Updates"

"Creating a Circular Economy for Industrial Composting"

Event photo link*:  N/A

Event photo link*:  IWWSG 01 2023
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